A FBM submarine breast pin is awarded to personnel in the ship’'s companies of the silent service
missile fleet.

Successor to the Submarine Combat Patrol Insignia (SCPI) awarded for submarine patrols during
World War I, the device is known as the FBM Patrol Pin, although its official designation is SSBN Deterrent
Patrol Insignia.

The new insignia is considered to be in the same category and will be worn in the same manner as the
SCPI. However. only one of the two may be worn by those individuals who qualify for both. The choice is
the individual's.

Design of the SSBN pin shows a silver LaFayette class submarine with superimposed Polaris missile
and electron rings which signify the arrnament and nuclear powered characteristics of the FBM Deterrent
Force. A scroll beneath the submarine will hold stars. one bronze star for five (successful) patrols.
Successful patrols will be so designated by fleet commanders.

Awards are being made retroactive to the first FBM patrol of USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (SSBN 598)
which was completed on 21 January 1961. At that time GEORGE WASHINGTON had set a new record for
submarine submergence: 66 days, 10 hours. Since then SSBNs have completed more than 600
successful patrols.
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A SHORT HISTORY OF SUBMARINE PAY
(OR, THANKS TEDDY!)
BORROWED FROM THE SACRAMENTO CHAPTER PERISCOPE

Should Teddy Roosevelt be the patron saint of submariners? Roosevelt was the first American
President to go aboard a submarine and to make a dive. Roosevelt ventured beneath the waters of Long
Island Sound aboard USS Plunger (SS 2) on March 25, 1905. Plunger was the United States’ second
submarine, commissioned in September 1903.

Beyond this historical first, however, is the fact that Roosevelt was the man directly responsible for
submarine pay. The Naval hierarchy in 1905 considered submarine duty neither unusual or dangerous,
and classified it as shore duty. Therefore, submariners received twenty-five percent less pay than sailors
going to sea in Destroyers, Cruisers and similar surface ships.

Roosevelt's two hour trip on Plunger convinced him that this discrimination was unfair. He described
submarine duty as hazardous and difficult, and he found that submariners “have to be trained to the
highest possible point as well as to show iron nerve in order to be of any use in their positions...”

Roosevelt directed that officer service on submarines be equated with duty on surface ships. Enlisted
men qualified in submarines were to receive ten dollars per month in addition to the pay of their rating.
They were also to be paid a dollar for every day in which they were submerged while underway. Enlisted
men assigned to submarines but not yet qualified received an additional five dollars per month.

Roosevelt did not dilly—dally once he made a decision. He issued an Executive Order directing the extra
pay for enlisted personnel. This was the beginning of submarine pay!




